Civil Filing Fee Surcharge for Ohio Legal Aid/Public Defender
House Bill 66, 126" G.A.
Biennial Budget, As Enacted and Enrolled

Effective Date of this section: Approximately September 30, 2005, Ninety Days
after filed with the Secretary of State

Note: Codified provisions of H.B. 66 take effect on the ninety-first day after being
signed and filed with the Secretary of State. The Governor signed H.B. 66 on June 30,
2005. As of July 6, 2005, the Governor’s office was awaiting word from the Secretary of

State’s office as to the specific effective date of codified provisions of H.B. 66. Itis
assumed that the date will be on or about September 30, 2005, but this is an estimated

date.

Sec. 120.07. Thereis hereby created in the state treasury the civil case filing fee fund to receive
all funds deposited in the fund pursuant to sections 1901.26, 1907.24, and 2303.201 of the
Revised Code. All money credited to the fund shall be used by the state public defender for the
purpose of appointing assistant state public defenders and for providing other personnel,
equipment, and facilities necessary for the operation of the state public defender office.

Sec. 1901.26. (A) Subject to division (E) of this section, costsin amunicipal court shall be fixed
and taxed as follows:

(1) The municipal court shall require an advance deposit for the filing of any new civil action or
proceeding when required by division (A)(9) of this section, and in all other cases, by rule, shall
establish a schedule of fees and costs to be taxed in any civil or criminal action or proceeding.

(2) The municipal court, by rule, may require an advance deposit for the filing of any civil action
or proceeding and publication fees as provided in section 2701.09 of the Revised Code. The
court may waive the requirement for advance deposit upon affidavit or other evidence that a
party is unable to make the required deposit.

(3) When ajury tria is demanded in any civil action or proceeding, the party making the demand
may be required to make an advance deposit as fixed by rule of court, unless, upon affidavit or
other evidence, the court concludes that the party is unable to make the required deposit. If ajury
iscaled, thefees of ajury shall be taxed as costs.

(4) In any civil or criminal action or proceeding, witnesses fees shall be fixed in accordance with
sections 2335.06 and 2335.08 of the Revised Code.
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(5) A reasonable charge for driving, towing, carting, storing, keeping, and preserving motor
vehicles and other personal property recovered or seized in any proceeding may be taxed as part
of the costsin atrial of the cause, in an amount that shall be fixed by rule of court.

(6) Chattel property seized under any writ or process issued by the court shall be preserved
pending final disposition for the benefit of all persons interested and may be placed in storage
when necessary or proper for that preservation. The custodian of any chattel property so stored
shall not be required to part with the possession of the property until a reasonable charge, to be
fixed by the court, is paid.

(7) The municipal court, asit determines, may refund all deposits and advance payments of fees
and costs, including those for jurors and summoning jurors, when they have been paid by the
losing party.

(8) Charges for the publication of legal notices required by statute or order of court may be taxed
as part of the costs, as provided by section 7.13 of the Revised Code.

(B)(1) The municipal court may determine that, for the efficient operation of the court, additional
funds are necessary to acquire and pay for special projects of the court including, but not limited
to, the acquisition of additional facilities or the rehabilitation of existing facilities, the acquisition
of equipment, the hiring and training of staff, community service programs, mediation or dispute
resol ution services, the employment of magistrates, the training and education of judges, acting
judges, and magistrates, and other related services. Upon that determination, the court by rule
may charge afee, in addition to all other court costs, on the filing of each criminal cause, civil
action or proceeding, or judgment by confession.

If the municipal court offers a special program or service in cases of a specific type, the
municipal court by rule may assess an additional charge in a case of that type, over and above
court costs, to cover the special program or service. The municipal court shall adjust the special
assessment periodically, but not retroactively, so that the amount assessed in those cases does not
exceed the actual cost of providing the service or program.

All moneys collected under division (B) of this section shall be paid to the county treasurer if the
court is a county-operated municipal court or to the city treasurer if the court is not a county-
operated municipal court for deposit into either a general specia projects fund or afund
established for a specific special project. Moneys from afund of that nature shall be disbursed
upon an order of the court in an amount no greater than the actual cost to the court of a project. If
aspecific fund is terminated because of the discontinuance of a program or service established
under division (B) of this section, the municipal court may order that moneys remaining in the
fund be transferred to an account established under this division for asimilar purpose.

(2) Asused in division (B) of this section:
(a) "Criminal cause" means a charge alleging the violation of a statute or ordinance, or

subsection of a statute or ordinance, that requires a separate finding of fact or a separate plea
before disposition and of which the defendant may be found guilty, whether filed as part of a
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multiple charge on a single summons, citation, or complaint or as a separate charge on asingle
summons, citation, or complaint. "Criminal cause" does not include separate violations of the
same statute or ordinance, or subsection of the same statute or ordinance, unless each chargeis
filed on a separate summons, citation, or complaint.

(b) "Civil action or proceeding” means any civil litigation that must be determined by judgment
entry.

(C) The municipal court shall collect in al its divisions except the small claims division the sum
of fifteen twenty-six dollars as additional filing feesin each new civil action or proceeding for
the charitable public purpose of providing financial assistance to legal aid societies that operate
within the state and to support the office of the state public defender. The municipal court shall
collect initssmall claims division the sum of seven eleven dollars as additional filing feesin
each new civil action or proceeding for the charitable public purpose of providing financial
assistance to legal aid societies that operate within the state and to support the office of the state
public defender. This division does not apply to any execution on ajudgment, proceeding in aid
of execution, or other post-judgment proceeding arising out of acivil action. The filing fees
required to be collected under this division shall be in addition to any other court costs imposed
in the action or proceeding and shall be collected at the time of the filing of the action or
proceeding. The court shall not waive the payment of the additional filing feesin anew civil
action or proceeding unless the court waives the advanced payment of al filing feesin the action
or proceeding. All such moneys collected during a month shall be transmitted on or before the
first-business twentieth day of eaeh the following month by the clerk of the court to the treasurer
of state in amanner prescribed by the treasurer of state or by the Ohio legal assistance
foundation. The meneys-then-shal-be-deposited-by-the treasurer of state shall deposit four per
cent of the funds collected under this division to the credit of the civil casefiling fee fund
established under section 120.07 of the Revised Code and ninety-six per cent of the funds
collected under this division to the credit of the legal aid fund established under section 120.52
of the Revised Code.

The court may retain up to one per cent of the moneys it collects under this division to cover
administrative costs, including the hiring of any additional personnel necessary to implement this
division.

(D) In the Cleveland municipal court, reasonable charges for investigating titles of real estate to
be sold or disposed of under any writ or process of the court may be taxed as part of the costs.

(E) Under the circumstances described in sections 2969.21 to 2969.27 of the Revised Code, the
clerk of the municipal court shall charge the fees and perform the other duties specified in those
sections.

Sec. 1907.24. (A) Subject to division (C) of this section, a county court shall fix and tax fees and
costs as follows:
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(1) The county court shall require an advance deposit for the filing of any new civil action or
proceeding when required by division (C) of this section and, in all other cases, shall establish a
schedule of fees and costs to be taxed in any civil or criminal action or proceeding.

(2) The county court by rule may require an advance deposit for the filing of acivil action or
proceeding and publication fees as provided in section 2701.09 of the Revised Code. The court
may waive an advance deposit requirement upon the presentation of an affidavit or other
evidence that establishes that a party is unable to make the requisite deposit.

(3) When a party demands ajury trial in acivil action or proceeding, the county court may
require the party to make an advance deposit as fixed by rule of court, unless the court
concludes, on the basis of an affidavit or other evidence presented by the party, that the party is
unable to make the requisite deposit. If ajury is called, the county court shall tax the fees of a
jury as costs.

(4) Inacivil or criminal action or proceeding, the county court shall fix the fees of witnessesin
accordance with sections 2335.06 and 2335.08 of the Revised Code.

(5) A county court may tax as part of the costsin atrial of the cause, in an amount fixed by rule
of court, areasonable charge for driving, towing, carting, storing, keeping, and preserving motor
vehicles and other personal property recovered or seized in a proceeding.

(6) The court shall preserve chattel property seized under awrit or process issued by the court
pending final disposition for the benefit of all interested persons. The court may place the chattel
property in storage when necessary or proper for its preservation. The custodian of chattel
property so stored shall not be required to part with the possession of the property until a
reasonable charge, to be fixed by the court, is paid.

(7) The county court, as it determines, may refund all deposits and advance payments of fees and
costs, including those for jurors and summoning jurors, when they have been paid by the losing

party.

(8) The court may tax as part of costs charges for the publication of legal notices required by
statute or order of court, as provided by section 7.13 of the Revised Code.

(B)(1) The county court may determine that, for the efficient operation of the court, additional
funds are necessary to acquire and pay for special projects of the court including, but not limited
to, the acquisition of additional facilities or the rehabilitation of existing facilities, the acquisition
of equipment, the hiring and training of staff, community service programs, mediation or dispute
resolution services, the employment of magistrates, the training and education of judges, acting
judges, and magistrates, and other related services. Upon that determination, the court by rule
may charge afee, in addition to all other court costs, on the filing of each criminal cause, civil
action or proceeding, or judgment by confession.

If the county court offers a special program or service in cases of a specific type, the county
court by rule may assess an additional charge in a case of that type, over and above court costs,
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to cover the special program or service. The county court shall adjust the special assessment
periodically, but not retroactively, so that the amount assessed in those cases does not exceed the
actual cost of providing the service or program.

All moneys collected under division (B) of this section shall be paid to the county treasurer for
deposit into either a general special projects fund or afund established for a specific special
project. Moneys from a fund of that nature shall be disbursed upon an order of the court in an
amount no greater than the actual cost to the court of a project. If a specific fund is terminated
because of the discontinuance of a program or service established under division (B) of this
section, the county court may order that moneys remaining in the fund be transferred to an
account established under this division for asimilar purpose.

(2) Asused in division (B) of this section:

(a) "Criminal cause" means a charge alleging the violation of a statute or ordinance, or
subsection of a statute or ordinance, that requires a separate finding of fact or a separate plea
before disposition and of which the defendant may be found guilty, whether filed as part of a
multiple charge on a single summons, citation, or complaint or as a separate charge on asingle
summons, citation, or complaint. "Criminal cause" does not include separate violations of the
same statute or ordinance, or subsection of the same statute or ordinance, unless each chargeis
filed on a separate summons, citation, or complaint.

(b) "Civil action or proceeding” means any civil litigation that must be determined by judgment
entry.

(C) Subject to division (E) of this section, the county court shall collect in all its divisions except
the small claims division the sum of fifteen twenty-six dollars as additional filing feesin each
new civil action or proceeding for the charitable public purpose of providing financial assistance
to legal aid societies that operate within the state and to support the office of the state public
defender. Subject to division (E) of this section, the county court shall collect inits small claims
division the sum of seven eleven dollars as additional filing feesin each new civil action or
proceeding for the charitable public purpose of providing financial assistanceto legal aid
societies that operate within the state and to support the office of the state public defender. This
division does not apply to any execution on ajudgment, proceeding in aid of execution, or other
post-judgment proceeding arising out of acivil action. The filing fees required to be collected
under thisdivision shall be in addition to any other court costs imposed in the action or
proceeding and shall be collected at the time of the filing of the action or proceeding. The court
shall not waive the payment of the additional filing feesin anew civil action or proceeding
unless the court waives the advanced payment of all filing fees in the action or proceeding. All
such moneys collected during a month shall be transmitted on or before the twentieth day of the
following month by the clerk of the court to the treasurer of state in a manner prescribed by the
treasurer of state or by the Ohio legal assistance foundation. The meneysthen-shal-be-depesited
by-the treasurer of state shall deposit four per cent of the funds collected under this division to
the credit of the civil casefiling fee fund established under section 120.07 of the Revised Code
and ninety-six per cent of the funds collected under this division to the credit of the legal aid
fund established under section 120.52 of the Revised Code.
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The court may retain up to one per cent of the moneysit collects under this division to cover
administrative costs, including the hiring of any additional personnel necessary to implement this
division.

(D) The county court shall establish by rule a schedule of fees for miscellaneous services
performed by the county court or any of its judges in accordance with law. If judges of the court
of common pleas perform similar services, the fees prescribed in the schedule shall not exceed
the fees for those services prescribed by the court of common plesas.

(E) Under the circumstances described in sections 2969.21 to 2969.27 of the Revised Code, the
clerk of the county court shall charge the fees and perform the other duties specified in those
sections.

Sec. 2303.201. (A)(1) The court of common pleas of any county may determine that for the
efficient operation of the court additional funds are required to computerize the court, to make
available computerized legal research services, or to do both. Upon making a determination that
additional funds are required for either or both of those purposes, the court shall authorize and
direct the clerk of the court of common pleas to charge one additional fee, not to exceed three
dollars, on the filing of each cause of action or appeal under divisions (A), (Q), and (U) of
section 2303.20 of the Revised Code.

(2) All fees collected under division (A)(1) of this section shall be paid to the county treasurer.
The treasurer shall place the funds from the fees in a separate fund to be disbursed, upon an order
of the court, in an amount not greater than the actual cost to the court of procuring and

mai ntai ning computerization of the court, computerized legal research services, or both.

(3) If the court determines that the funds in the fund described in division (A)(2) of this section
are more than sufficient to satisfy the purpose for which the additional fee described in division
(A)(2) of this section was imposed, the court may declare a surplus in the fund and expend those
surplus funds for other appropriate technological expenses of the court.

(B)(1) The court of common pleas of any county may determine that, for the efficient operation
of the court, additional funds are required to computerize the office of the clerk of the court of
common pleas and, upon that determination, authorize and direct the clerk of the court of
common pleas to charge an additional fee, not to exceed ten dollars, on the filing of each cause
of action or appeal, on the filing, docketing, and endorsing of each certificate of judgment, or on
the docketing and indexing of each aid in execution or petition to vacate, revive, or modify a
judgment under divisions (A), (P), (Q), (T), and (U) of section 2303.20 of the Revised Code.
Subject to division (B)(2) of this section, all moneys collected under division (B)(1) of this
section shall be paid to the county treasurer to be disbursed, upon an order of the court of
common pleas and subject to appropriation by the board of county commissioners, in an amount
no greater than the actual cost to the court of procuring and maintaining computer systems for
the office of the clerk of the court of common pleas.

(2) If the court of common pleas of a county makes the determination described in division
(B)(2) of this section, the board of county commissioners of that county may issue one or more
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general obligation bonds for the purpose of procuring and maintaining the computer systems for
the office of the clerk of the court of common pleas. In addition to the purposes stated in division
(B)(2) of this section for which the moneys collected under that division may be expended, the
moneys additionally may be expended to pay debt charges on and financing costs related to any
general obligation bonds issued pursuant to division (B)(2) of this section as they become due.
General obligation bonds issued pursuant to division (B)(2) of this section are Chapter 133.
securities.

(C) The court of common pleas shall collect the sum of fifteen twenty-six dollars as additional
filing feesin each new civil action or proceeding for the charitable public purpose of providing
financial assistance to legal aid societies that operate within the state and to support the office of
the state public defender. This division does not apply to proceedings concerning annulments,
dissolutions of marriage, divorces, legal separation, spousal support, marital property or separate
property distribution, support, or other domestic relations matters; to ajuvenile division of a
court of common pleas; to a probate division of a court of common pleas, except that the
additional filing fees shall apply to name change, guardianship, ard adoption, and decedents
estate proceedings; or to an execution on a judgment, proceeding in aid of execution, or other
post-judgment proceeding arising out of acivil action. The filing fees required to be collected
under thisdivision shall be in addition to any other filing feesimposed in the action or
proceeding and shall be collected at the time of the filing of the action or proceeding. The court
shall not waive the payment of the additional filing feesin anew civil action or proceeding
unless the court waives the advanced payment of all filing fees in the action or proceeding. All
such moneys collected during a month shall be transmitted on or before the twentieth day of the
following month by the clerk of the court to the treasurer of state in a manner prescribed by the
treasurer of state or by the Ohio legal assistance foundation. The meneysthen-shal-bedepesited
by-the treasurer of state shall deposit four per cent of the funds collected under this division to
the credit of the civil casefiling fee fund established under section 120.07 of the Revised Code
and ninety-six per cent of the funds collected under this division to the credit of the legal aid
fund established under section 120.52 of the Revised Code.

The court may retain up to one per cent of the moneysit collects under this division to cover
administrative costs, including the hiring of any additional personnel necessary to implement this
division.

(D) On and after the thirtieth day after December 9, 1994, the court of common pleas shall
collect the sum of thirty-two dollars as additional filing feesin each new action or proceeding for
annulment, divorce, or dissolution of marriage for the purpose of funding shelters for victims of
domestic violence pursuant to sections 3113.35 to 3113.39 of the Revised Code. The filing fees
required to be collected under this division shall bein addition to any other filing fees imposed in
the action or proceeding and shall be collected at the time of the filing of the action or
proceeding. The court shall not waive the payment of the additional filing feesin a new action or
proceeding for annulment, divorce, or dissolution of marriage unless the court waives the
advanced payment of all filing feesin the action or proceeding. On or before the twentieth day of
each month, all moneys collected during the immediately preceding month pursuant to this
division shall be deposited by the clerk of the court into the county treasury in the special fund
used for deposit of additional marriage license fees as described in section 3113.34 of the
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Revised Code. Upon their deposit into the fund, the moneys shall be retained in the fund and
expended only as described in section 3113.34 of the Revised Code.

(E)(1) The court of common pleas may determine that, for the efficient operation of the court,
additional funds are necessary to acquire and pay for special projects of the court, including, but
not limited to, the acquisition of additional facilities or the rehabilitation of existing facilities, the
acquisition of equipment, the hiring and training of staff, community service programs,
mediation or dispute resolution services, the employment of magistrates, the training and
education of judges, acting judges, and magistrates, and other related services. Upon that
determination, the court by rule may charge afee, in addition to all other court costs, on the
filing of each criminal cause, civil action or proceeding, or judgment by confession.

If the court of common pleas offers a specia program or service in cases of a specific type, the
court by rule may assess an additional charge in a case of that type, over and above court costs,
to cover the special program or service. The court shall adjust the specia assessment
periodically, but not retroactively, so that the amount assessed in those cases does not exceed the
actual cost of providing the service or program.

All moneys collected under division (E) of this section shall be paid to the county treasurer for
deposit into either a general special projects fund or afund established for a specific special
project. Moneys from afund of that nature shall be disbursed upon an order of the court in an
amount no greater than the actual cost to the court of a project. If a specific fund is terminated
because of the discontinuance of a program or service established under division (E) of this
section, the court may order that moneys remaining in the fund be transferred to an account
established under this division for asimilar purpose.

(2) Asused in division (E) of this section:

(a) "Criminal cause" means a charge alleging the violation of a statute or ordinance, or
subsection of a statute or ordinance, that requires a separate finding of fact or a separate plea
before disposition and of which the defendant may be found guilty, whether filed as part of a
multiple charge on a single summons, citation, or complaint or as a separate charge on asingle
summons, citation, or complaint. "Criminal cause" does not include separate violations of the
same statute or ordinance, or subsection of the same statute or ordinance, unless each chargeis
filed on a separate summons, citation, or complaint.

(b) "Civil action or proceeding” means any civil litigation that must be determined by judgment
entry.
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Public Defender Application Fee
House Bill 66, 126" G.A.
Biennial Budget, As Enacted and Enrolled

Effective Date of this section: Approximately September 30, 2005, Ninety Days
after filed with the Secretary of State

Sec. 120.36. (A) If aperson who is adefendant in acriminal case or aparty in acasein juvenile
court requests or is provided a state public defender, a county or joint county public defender, or
any other counsel appointed by the court, the court in which the criminal caseisinitialy filed or
the juvenile court, whichever is applicable, shall assess, unless the application fee is waived or
reduced, a non-refundabl e application fee of twenty-five dollars.

The court shall direct the person to pay the application fee to the clerk of court. The person shall
pay the application fee at the time the person files an affidavit of indigency or afinancial
disclosure form with the court or within seven days of that date. |f the person does not pay the
application fee within that seven-day period, the court shall assess the application fee at
sentencing or at the final disposition of the case.

If acaseinvolving afelony that wasinitialy filed in amunicipal court or a county court is bound
over to the court of common pleas and the defendant in the case failed to pay the application fee
in the municipal court or county court, the court of common pleas shall assess the application fee
at the initial appearance of the defendant in the court of common pleas. If a case involving an
aleged delinquent child is transferred to the court of common pleas for prosecution of the
involved child as an adult and if the involved child failed to pay the fee in the juvenile court, the
court of common pleas shall assess the application fee at the initial appearance of the child in the
court of common pleas.

The court shall assess an application fee pursuant to this section one time per case. An appeal
shall not be considered a separate case for the purpose of assessing the application fee. The court
may waive or reduce the fee upon afinding that the person lacks financial resources that are
sufficient to pay the fee or that payment of the fee would result in an undue hardship.

(B) No court, state public defender, county or joint county public defender, or other counsel
appointed by the court shall deny a person the assistance of counsel solely due to the person's
failure to pay the application fee assessed pursuant to division (A) of this section. A person's
present inability, failure, or refusal to pay the application fee shall not disqualify that person
from legal representation.

(C) The application fee assessed pursuant to division (A) of this section is separate from and in
addition to any other amount assessed against a person who is found to be able to contribute
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toward the cost of the person's legal representation pursuant to division (D) of section 2941.51 of
the Revised Code.

(D) Theclerk of the court that assessed the fees shall forward all application fees collected
pursuant to this section to the county treasurer for deposit in the county treasury. The county
shall retain eighty per cent of the application fees so collected to offset the costs of providing
legal representation to indigent persons. Each month, the county auditor shall remit twenty per
cent of the application fees so collected to the state public defender. The state public defender
shall deposit the remitted fees into the state treasury to the credit of the client payment fund
created pursuant to division (B)(5) of section 120.04 of the Revised Code. The state public
defender may use that money in accordance with that section.

(E) On or before thefirst day of March of each year beginning in the year 2007, each clerk of
court shall provide to the state public defender and the state auditor areport including al of the

following:

(1) The number of personsin the previous calendar year who reguested or were provided a state
public defender, county or joint county public defender, or other counsel appointed by the court;

(2) The number of personsin the previous calendar year for whom the court waived the
application fee pursuant to division (A) of this section;

(3) The dollar value of the assessed application fees pursuant to division (A) of this section in the
previous calendar year;

(4) The amount of assessed application fees collected in the previous calendar year;

(5) The balance of unpaid assessed application fees at the open and close of the previous
calendar year.

(F) Asused in this section:

(1) "Clerk of court" means the clerk of the court of common pleas of the county, the clerk of the
juvenile court of the county, the clerk of amunicipal court in the county, the clerk of a county-
operated municipal court, or the clerk of a county court in the county, whichever is applicable.

(2) "County-operated municipal court" has the same meaning as in section 1901.03 of the
Revised Code.

Sec. 120.52. Thereis hereby established in the state treasury the legal aid fund, which shall be
for the charitable public purpose of providing financial assistance to legal aid societies that
provide civil legal servicesto indigents. The fund shall contain all funds credited to it by the
treasurer of state pursuant to sections 1901.26, 1907.24, 2303.201, 3953.231, 4705.09 and
4705.10 of the Revised Code and income from investment credited to it by the treasurer of state
in accordance with this section.
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The treasurer of state may invest moneys contained in the legal aid fund in any manner
authorized by the Revised Code for the investment of state moneys. However, no such
investment shall interfere with any apportionment, allocation, or payment of moneys in January
and July of each calendar year, as required by section 120.53 of the Revised Code. All income
earned as aresult of any such investment shall be credited to the fund.

The state public defender, through the Ohio legal assistance foundation, shall administer the
payment of moneys out of the fund. Four and one-half per cent of the moneysin the fund shall be
reserved for the actual, reasonable costs of administering sections 120.51 to 120.55 and sections
1901.26, 1907.24, 2303.201, 3953.231, 4705.09, and 4705.10 of the Revised Code. Moneys that
arereserved for administrative costs but that are not used for actual, reasonable administrative
costs shall be set aside for use in the manner described in division (A) of section 120.521 of the
Revised Code. The remainder of the moneysin the legal aid fund shall be distributed in
accordance with section 120.53 of the Revised Code. The Ohio legal assistance foundation shall
establish, in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, rules governing the
administration of the legal aid fund, including thepregram programs established under sections
1901.26, 1907.24, 2303.201, 4705.09, and 4705.10 of the Revised Code regarding interest on
interest-bearing trust accounts of an attorney, law firm, or legal professional association.

Sec. 120.53. (A) A legal aid society that operates within the state may apply to the Ohio legal
assistance foundation for financia assistance from the legal aid fund established by section
120.52 of the Revised Code to be used for the funding of the society during the calendar year
following the calendar year in which application is made.

(B) An application for financial assistance made under division (A) of this section shall be
submitted by the first day of November of the calendar year preceding the calendar year for
which financial assistance is desired and shall include all of the following:

(1) Evidence that the applicant is incorporated in this state as a nonprofit corporation;

(2) A list of the trustees of the applicant;

(3) The proposed budget of the applicant for these funds for the following calendar year;

(4) A summary of the servicesto be offered by the applicant in the following calendar year;

(5) A specific description of the territory or constituency served by the applicant;

(6) An estimate of the number of persons to be served by the applicant during the following
calendar year;

(7) A general description of the additional sources of the applicant's funding;

(8) The amount of the applicant's total budget for the calendar year in which the application is
filed that it will expend in that calendar year for legal servicesin each of the countiesit serves;
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(9) A specific description of any services, programs, training, and legal technical assistance to be
delivered by the applicant or by another person pursuant to a contract with the applicant,
including, but not limited to, by private attorneys or through reduced fee plans, judicare panels,
organized pro bono programs, and mediation programs.

(C) The Ohio legal assistance foundation shall determine whether each applicant that filed an
application for financial assistance under division (A) of this section in acalendar year is eligible
for financial assistance under this section. To be éligible for such financial assistance, an
applicant shall satisfy the criteriafor being alegal aid society and shall be in compliance with the
provisions of sections 120.51 to 120.55 of the Revised Code and with the rules and requirements
the foundation establishes pursuant to section 120.52 of the Revised Code. The Ohio legal
assistance foundation then, on or before the fifteenth day of December of the calendar year in
which the application isfiled, shall notify each such applicant, in writing, whether it is eligible
for financial assistance under this section, and if it is eligible, estimate the amount that will be
available for that applicant for each six-month distribution period, as determined under division
(D) of this section.

(D) The Ohio legal assistance foundation shall alocate moneys contained in the legal aid fund
twice each year for distribution to applicants that filed their applications in the previous calendar
year and were determined to be eligible applicants.

All moneys contained in the fund on the first day of January of a calendar year shall be allocated,
after deduction of the costs of administering sections 120.51 to 120.55 and sections 1901.26
1907.24, 2303.201, 3953.231, 4705.09, and 4705.10 of the Revised Code that are authorized by
section 120.52 of the Revised Code, according to this section and shall be distributed accordingly
on the thirty-first day of January of that calendar year, and al moneys contained in the fund on
thefirst day of July of that calendar year shall be allocated, after deduction of the costs of
administering those sections that are authorized by section 120.52 of the Revised Code,
according to this section and shall be distributed accordingly on the thirty-first day of July of that
calendar year. In making the allocations under this section, the moneys in the fund that were
generated pursuant to sections 1901.26, 1907.24, 2303.201, 3953.231, 4705.09, and 4705.10 of
the Revised Code and all income generated from the investment of such moneys shall be
apportioned as follows:

(1) After deduction of the amount authorized and used for actual, reasonable administrative costs
under section 120.52 of the Revised Code:

@ Flve per cent of the moneys remal ni ng inthe fund—prusany—menef&r&eerved—ter

costs, shall be reserved for usein the manner deecrl bed in d|V|sron (A) of sectl on 120. 521 of the
Revised Code or for distribution to legal aid societies that provide assistance to special
population groups of their eligible clients, engage in special projects that have a substantial
impact on their local service area or on significant segments of the state's poverty population, or
provide legal training or support to other legal aid societiesin the state;
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(b) After deduction of the amount described in division (D)(1)(a) of this section, one and three-
guarters per cent of the moneys remaining in the fund shall be apportioned among entities that
received financial assistance from the legal aid fund prior to the effective date of this amendment
but that, on and after the effective date of this amendment, no longer qualify asalegal aid
society that is eligible for financial assistance under this section.

(c) After deduction of the amounts described in divisions (D)(1)(a) and (b) of this section, fifteen
per cent of the moneys remaining in the fund shall be placed in the legal assistance foundation
fund for use in the manner described in division (A) of section 120.521 of the Revised Code.

(2) After deduction of the actual, reasonable administrative costs under section 120.52 of the
Revised Code and after deduction of the amounts identified in division divisions (D)(1)(a) and,
(b), and (c) of this section, the remaining moneys shall be apportioned among the counties that
are served by eligible legal aid societies that have applied for financial assistance under this
section so that each such county is apportioned a portion of those moneys, based upon the ratio
of the number of indigents who reside in that county to the total number of indigents who reside
in all counties of this state that are served by eligible legal aid societies that have applied for
financial assistance under this section. Subject to division (E) of this section, the moneys
apportioned to a county under this division then shall be allocated to the eligible legal aid society
that serves the county and that has applied for financial assistance under this section. For
purposes of this division, the source of data identifying the number of indigent persons who
reside in a county shall be the most recent decennial census figures from the United States
department of commerce, division of census.

(E) If the Ohio legal assistance foundation, in attempting to make an allocation of moneys under
division (D)(2) of this section, determines that a county that has been apportioned money under
that division is served by more than one eligible legal aid society that has applied for financial
assistance under this section, the Ohio legal assistance foundation shall allocate the moneys that
have been apportioned to that county under division (D)(2) of this section among all eligible
legal aid societies that serve that county and that have applied for financial assistance under this
section on a pro rata basis, so that each such eligible society is allocated a portion based upon the
amount of its total budget expended in the prior calendar year for legal servicesin that county as
compared to the total amount expended in the prior calendar year for legal servicesin that county
by all digible legal aid societies that serve that county and that have applied for financial
assistance under this section.

(F) Moneys alocated to eligible applicants under this section shall be paid twice annually, on the
thirty-first day of January and on the thirty-first day of July of the calendar year following the
calendar year in which the application isfiled.

(G)(1) A legal aid society that receives financial assistance in any calendar year under this
section shall file an annual report with the Ohio legal assistance foundation detailing the number
and types of cases handled, and the amount and types of legal training, legal technical assistance,
and other service provided, by means of that financial assistance. No information contained in
the report shall identify or enable the identification of any person served by the legal aid society
or in any way breach client confidentiality.
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(2) The Ohio legal assistance foundation shall make an annual report to the governor, the general
assembly, and the supreme court on the distribution and use of the legal aid fund. The foundation
also shall include in the annual report an audited financia statement of all gifts, bequests,
donations, contributions, and other moneys the foundation receives. No information contained in
the report shall identify or enable the identification of any person served by alegal aid society, or
in any way breach confidentiality.

(H) A legal aid society may enter into agreements for the provision of services, programs,
training, or legal technical assistance for the legal aid society or to indigent persons.

Sec. 1901.26. (A) Subject to division (E) of this section, costs in amunicipal court shall be fixed
and taxed as follows:

(1) The municipal court shall require an advance deposit for the filing of any new civil action or
proceeding when required by division (A)(9) of this section, and in all other cases, by rule, shall
establish a schedule of fees and costs to be taxed in any civil or criminal action or proceeding.

(2) The municipal court, by rule, may require an advance deposit for the filing of any civil action
or proceeding and publication fees as provided in section 2701.09 of the Revised Code. The
court may waive the requirement for advance deposit upon affidavit or other evidence that a
party is unable to make the required deposit.

(3) When ajury tria is demanded in any civil action or proceeding, the party making the demand
may be required to make an advance deposit as fixed by rule of court, unless, upon affidavit or
other evidence, the court concludes that the party is unable to make the required deposit. If ajury
iscaled, thefees of ajury shall be taxed as costs.

(4) In any civil or criminal action or proceeding, witnesses fees shall be fixed in accordance with
sections 2335.06 and 2335.08 of the Revised Code.

(5) A reasonable charge for driving, towing, carting, storing, keeping, and preserving motor
vehicles and other personal property recovered or seized in any proceeding may be taxed as part
of the costsin atrial of the cause, in an amount that shall be fixed by rule of court.

(6) Chattel property seized under any writ or process issued by the court shall be preserved

pending final disposition for the benefit of all persons interested and may be placed in storage
when necessary or proper for that preservation. The custodian of any chattel property so stored
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shall not be required to part with the possession of the property until a reasonable charge, to be
fixed by the court, is paid.

(7) Themunicipal court, asit determines, may refund all deposits and advance payments of fees
and costs, including those for jurors and summoning jurors, when they have been paid by the
losing party.

(8) Charges for the publication of legal notices required by statute or order of court may be taxed
as part of the costs, as provided by section 7.13 of the Revised Code.

(B)(1) The municipal court may determine that, for the efficient operation of the court, additional
funds are necessary to acquire and pay for special projects of the court including, but not limited
to, the acquisition of additional facilities or the rehabilitation of existing facilities, the acquisition
of equipment, the hiring and training of staff, community service programs, mediation or dispute
resol ution services, the employment of magistrates, the training and education of judges, acting
judges, and magistrates, and other related services. Upon that determination, the court by rule
may charge afee, in addition to all other court costs, on the filing of each crimina cause, civil
action or proceeding, or judgment by confession.

If the municipal court offers a special program or service in cases of a specific type, the
municipal court by rule may assess an additional charge in a case of that type, over and above
court costs, to cover the special program or service. The municipal court shall adjust the special
assessment periodically, but not retroactively, so that the amount assessed in those cases does not
exceed the actual cost of providing the service or program.

All moneys collected under division (B) of this section shall be paid to the county treasurer if the
court is a county-operated municipal court or to the city treasurer if the court is not a county-
operated municipal court for deposit into either ageneral specia projects fund or afund
established for a specific special project. Moneys from afund of that nature shall be disbursed
upon an order of the court in an amount no greater than the actual cost to the court of a project. If
aspecific fund is terminated because of the discontinuance of a program or service established
under division (B) of this section, the municipal court may order that moneys remaining in the
fund be transferred to an account established under thisdivision for asimilar purpose.

(2) Asused in division (B) of this section:

(@) "Criminal cause" means a charge alleging the violation of a statute or ordinance, or
subsection of a statute or ordinance, that requires a separate finding of fact or a separate plea
before disposition and of which the defendant may be found guilty, whether filed as part of a
multiple charge on a single summons, citation, or complaint or as a separate charge on asingle
summons, citation, or complaint. "Criminal cause" does not include separate violations of the
same statute or ordinance, or subsection of the same statute or ordinance, unless each chargeis
filed on a separate summons, citation, or complaint.

(b) "Civil action or proceeding” means any civil litigation that must be determined by judgment
entry.
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(C) The municipal court shall collect in all its divisions except the small claims division the sum
of fifteen twenty-six dollars as additional filing feesin each new civil action or proceeding for
the charitable public purpose of providing financial assistance to legal aid societies that operate
within the state and to support the office of the state public defender. The municipal court shall
collect inits small claims division the sum of seven eleven dollars as additional filing feesin
each new civil action or proceeding for the charitable public purpose of providing financial
assistance to legal aid societies that operate within the state and to support the office of the state
public defender. This division does not apply to any execution on a judgment, proceeding in aid
of execution, or other post-judgment proceeding arising out of acivil action. The filing fees
required to be collected under this division shall be in addition to any other court costs imposed
in the action or proceeding and shall be collected at the time of the filing of the action or
proceeding. The court shall not waive the payment of the additional filing feesin anew civil
action or proceeding unless the court waives the advanced payment of all filing feesin the action
or proceeding. All such moneys collected during a month shall be transmitted on or before the
first-business twentieth day of eaeh the following month by the clerk of the court to the treasurer
of state in amanner prescribed by the treasurer of state or by the Ohio legal assistance
foundation. The meneysthen-shall-be-deposited-by-the treasurer of state shall deposit four per
cent of the funds collected under this division to the credit of the civil casefiling fee fund
established under section 120.07 of the Revised Code and ninety-six per cent of the funds
collected under this division to the credit of the legal aid fund established under section 120.52
of the Revised Code.

The court may retain up to one per cent of the moneysit collects under this division to cover
administrative costs, including the hiring of any additional personnel necessary to implement this
division.

(D) In the Cleveland municipal court, reasonable charges for investigating titles of real estate to

be sold or disposed of under any writ or process of the court may be taxed as part of the costs.

(E) Under the circumstances described in sections 2969.21 to 2969.27 of the Revised
Code, the clerk of the municipal court shall charge the fees and perform the other duties
specified in those sections.

Sec. 1907.24. (A) Subject to division (C) of this section, a county court shall fix and tax fees and
costs as follows:

(1) The county court shall require an advance deposit for the filing of any new civil action or
proceeding when required by division (C) of this section and, in all other cases, shall establish a
schedule of fees and costs to be taxed in any civil or criminal action or proceeding.

(2) The county court by rule may require an advance deposit for the filing of acivil action or
proceeding and publication fees as provided in section 2701.09 of the Revised Code. The court
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may waive an advance deposit requirement upon the presentation of an affidavit or other
evidence that establishes that a party is unable to make the requisite deposit.

(3) When a party demands ajury trial in acivil action or proceeding, the county court may
require the party to make an advance deposit as fixed by rule of court, unless the court
concludes, on the basis of an affidavit or other evidence presented by the party, that the party is
unable to make the requisite deposit. If ajury is called, the county court shall tax the fees of a
jury as costs.

(4) Inacivil or criminal action or proceeding, the county court shall fix the fees of witnessesin
accordance with sections 2335.06 and 2335.08 of the Revised Code.

(5) A county court may tax as part of the costsin atrial of the cause, in an amount fixed by rule
of court, areasonable charge for driving, towing, carting, storing, keeping, and preserving motor
vehicles and other personal property recovered or seized in a proceeding.

(6) The court shall preserve chattel property seized under awrit or process issued by the court
pending final disposition for the benefit of all interested persons. The court may place the chattel
property in storage when necessary or proper for its preservation. The custodian of chattel
property so stored shall not be required to part with the possession of the property until a
reasonable charge, to be fixed by the court, is paid.

(7) The county court, as it determines, may refund all deposits and advance payments of fees and
costs, including those for jurors and summoning jurors, when they have been paid by the losing

party.

(8) The court may tax as part of costs charges for the publication of legal notices required by
statute or order of court, as provided by section 7.13 of the Revised Code.

(B)(1) The county court may determine that, for the efficient operation of the court, additional
funds are necessary to acquire and pay for special projects of the court including, but not limited
to, the acquisition of additional facilities or the rehabilitation of existing facilities, the acquisition
of equipment, the hiring and training of staff, community service programs, mediation or dispute
resolution services, the employment of magistrates, the training and education of judges, acting
judges, and magistrates, and other related services. Upon that determination, the court by rule
may charge afee, in addition to all other court costs, on the filing of each crimina cause, civil
action or proceeding, or judgment by confession.

If the county court offers a special program or service in cases of a specific type, the county
court by rule may assess an additional charge in a case of that type, over and above court costs,
to cover the special program or service. The county court shall adjust the special assessment
periodically, but not retroactively, so that the amount assessed in those cases does not exceed the
actual cost of providing the service or program.

All moneys collected under division (B) of this section shall be paid to the county treasurer for
deposit into either a general special projects fund or afund established for a specific special
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project. Moneys from afund of that nature shall be disbursed upon an order of the court in an
amount no greater than the actual cost to the court of a project. If a specific fund is terminated
because of the discontinuance of a program or service established under division (B) of this
section, the county court may order that moneys remaining in the fund be transferred to an
account established under this division for asimilar purpose.

(2) Asused in division (B) of this section:

(a) "Criminal cause" means a charge alleging the violation of a statute or ordinance, or
subsection of a statute or ordinance, that requires a separate finding of fact or a separate plea
before disposition and of which the defendant may be found guilty, whether filed as part of a
multiple charge on a single summons, citation, or complaint or as a separate charge on asingle
summons, citation, or complaint. "Criminal cause" does not include separate violations of the
same statute or ordinance, or subsection of the same statute or ordinance, unless each chargeis
filed on a separate summons, citation, or complaint.

(b) "Civil action or proceeding” means any civil litigation that must be determined by judgment
entry.

(C) Subject to division (E) of this section, the county court shall collect in all its divisions except
the small claims division the sum of fifteen twenty-six dollars as additional filing feesin each
new civil action or proceeding for the charitable public purpose of providing financial assistance
to legal aid societies that operate within the state and to support the office of the state public
defender. Subject to division (E) of this section, the county court shall collect inits small claims
division the sum of seven eleven dollars as additional filing feesin each new civil action or
proceeding for the charitable public purpose of providing financial assistanceto legal aid
societies that operate within the state and to support the office of the state public defender. This
division does not apply to any execution on ajudgment, proceeding in aid of execution, or other
post-judgment proceeding arising out of acivil action. The filing fees required to be collected
under thisdivision shall be in addition to any other court costs imposed in the action or
proceeding and shall be collected at the time of the filing of the action or proceeding. The court
shall not waive the payment of the additional filing feesin anew civil action or proceeding
unless the court waives the advanced payment of all filing feesin the action or proceeding. All
such moneys collected during a month shall be transmitted on or before the twentieth day of the
following month by the clerk of the court to the treasurer of state in a manner prescribed by the
treasurer of state or by the Ohio legal assistance foundation. The meneysthen-shal-bedepesited
by-the treasurer of state shall deposit four per cent of the funds collected under this division to
the credit of the civil casefiling fee fund established under section 120.07 of the Revised Code
and ninety-six per cent of the funds collected under this division to the credit of the legal aid
fund established under section 120.52 of the Revised Code.

The court may retain up to one per cent of the moneysit collects under this division to cover
administrative costs, including the hiring of any additional personnel necessary to implement this
division.
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(D) The county court shall establish by rule a schedule of fees for miscellaneous services
performed by the county court or any of its judges in accordance with law. If judges of the court
of common pleas perform similar services, the fees prescribed in the schedule shall not exceed
the fees for those services prescribed by the court of common pleas.

(E) Under the circumstances described in sections 2969.21 to 2969.27 of the Revised Code, the
clerk of the county court shall charge the fees and perform the other duties specified in those
sections.

Sec. 2303.201. (A)(1) The court of common pleas of any county may determine that for the
efficient operation of the court additional funds are required to computerize the court, to make
available computerized legal research services, or to do both. Upon making a determination that
additional funds are required for either or both of those purposes, the court shall authorize and
direct the clerk of the court of common pleas to charge one additional fee, not to exceed three
dollars, on the filing of each cause of action or appeal under divisions (A), (Q), and (U) of
section 2303.20 of the Revised Code.

(2) All fees collected under division (A)(1) of this section shall be paid to the county treasurer.
The treasurer shall place the funds from the fees in a separate fund to be disbursed, upon an order
of the court, in an amount not greater than the actual cost to the court of procuring and

mai ntai ning computerization of the court, computerized legal research services, or both.

(3) If the court determines that the funds in the fund described in division (A)(2) of this section
are more than sufficient to satisfy the purpose for which the additional fee described in division
(A)(2) of this section was imposed, the court may declare a surplus in the fund and expend those
surplus funds for other appropriate technological expenses of the court.

(B)(1) The court of common pleas of any county may determine that, for the efficient operation
of the court, additional funds are required to computerize the office of the clerk of the court of
common pleas and, upon that determination, authorize and direct the clerk of the court of
common pleas to charge an additional fee, not to exceed ten dollars, on the filing of each cause
of action or appeal, on the filing, docketing, and endorsing of each certificate of judgment, or on
the docketing and indexing of each aid in execution or petition to vacate, revive, or modify a
judgment under divisions (A), (P), (Q), (T), and (U) of section 2303.20 of the Revised Code.
Subject to division (B)(2) of this section, all moneys collected under division (B)(1) of this
section shall be paid to the county treasurer to be disbursed, upon an order of the court of
common pleas and subject to appropriation by the board of county commissioners, in an amount
no greater than the actual cost to the court of procuring and maintaining computer systems for
the office of the clerk of the court of common pleas.
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(2) If the court of common pleas of a county makes the determination described in division
(B)(1) of this section, the board of county commissioners of that county may issue one or more
general obligation bonds for the purpose of procuring and maintaining the computer systems for
the office of the clerk of the court of common pleas. In addition to the purposes stated in division
(B)(2) of this section for which the moneys collected under that division may be expended, the
moneys additionally may be expended to pay debt charges on and financing costs related to any
general obligation bonds issued pursuant to division (B)(2) of this section as they become due.
General obligation bonds issued pursuant to division (B)(2) of this section are Chapter 133.
securities.

(C) The court of common pleas shall collect the sum of fifteen twenty-six dollars as additional
filing feesin each new civil action or proceeding for the charitable public purpose of providing
financial assistance to legal aid societies that operate within the state and to support the office of
the state public defender. This division does not apply to proceedings concerning annulments,
dissolutions of marriage, divorces, legal separation, spousal support, marital property or separate
property distribution, support, or other domestic relations matters; to ajuvenile division of a
court of common pleas; to a probate division of a court of common pleas, except that the
additional filing fees shall apply to name change, guardianship, ard adoption, and decedents
estate proceedings; or to an execution on a judgment, proceeding in aid of execution, or other
post-judgment proceeding arising out of acivil action. The filing fees required to be collected
under thisdivision shall be in addition to any other filing feesimposed in the action or
proceeding and shall be collected at the time of the filing of the action or proceeding. The court
shall not waive the payment of the additional filing feesin anew civil action or proceeding
unless the court waives the advanced payment of all filing feesin the action or proceeding. All
such moneys collected during a month shall be transmitted on or before the twentieth day of the
following month by the clerk of the court to the treasurer of state in a manner prescribed by the
treasurer of state or by the Ohio legal assistance foundation. The meneysthen-shal-bedepesited
by-the treasurer of state shall deposit four per cent of the funds collected under this division to
the credit of the civil casefiling fee fund established under section 120.07 of the Revised Code
and ninety-six per cent of the funds collected under this division to the credit of the legal aid
fund established under section 120.52 of the Revised Code.

The court may retain up to one per cent of the moneysit collects under this division to cover
administrative costs, including the hiring of any additional personnel necessary to implement this
division.

(D) On and after the thirtieth day after December 9, 1994, the court of common pleas shall
collect the sum of thirty-two dollars as additional filing feesin each new action or proceeding for
annulment, divorce, or dissolution of marriage for the purpose of funding shelters for victims of
domestic violence pursuant to sections 3113.35 to 3113.39 of the Revised Code. The filing fees
required to be collected under this division shall bein addition to any other filing fees imposed in
the action or proceeding and shall be collected at the time of the filing of the action or
proceeding. The court shall not waive the payment of the additional filing feesin a new action or
proceeding for annulment, divorce, or dissolution of marriage unless the court waives the
advanced payment of all filing feesin the action or proceeding. On or before the twentieth day of
each month, all moneys collected during the immediately preceding month pursuant to this
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division shall be deposited by the clerk of the court into the county treasury in the special fund
used for deposit of additional marriage license fees as described in section 3113.34 of the
Revised Code. Upon their deposit into the fund, the moneys shall be retained in the fund and
expended only as described in section 3113.34 of the Revised Code.

(E)(1) The court of common pleas may determine that, for the efficient operation of the court,
additional funds are necessary to acquire and pay for special projects of the court, including, but
not limited to, the acquisition of additional facilities or the rehabilitation of existing facilities, the
acquisition of equipment, the hiring and training of staff, community service programs,
mediation or dispute resolution services, the employment of magistrates, the training and
education of judges, acting judges, and magistrates, and other related services. Upon that
determination, the court by rule may charge afee, in addition to all other court costs, on the
filing of each criminal cause, civil action or proceeding, or judgment by confession.

If the court of common pleas offers a specia program or service in cases of a specific type, the
court by rule may assess an additional charge in a case of that type, over and above court costs,
to cover the special program or service. The court shall adjust the special assessment
periodically, but not retroactively, so that the amount assessed in those cases does not exceed the
actual cost of providing the service or program.

All moneys collected under division (E) of this section shall be paid to the county treasurer for
deposit into either a general special projects fund or afund established for a specific special
project. Moneys from afund of that nature shall be disbursed upon an order of the court in an
amount no greater than the actual cost to the court of a project. If a specific fund is terminated
because of the discontinuance of a program or service established under division (E) of this
section, the court may order that moneys remaining in the fund be transferred to an account
established under this division for asimilar purpose.

(2) Asused in division (E) of this section:

(a) "Criminal cause" means a charge alleging the violation of a statute or ordinance, or
subsection of a statute or ordinance, that requires a separate finding of fact or a separate plea
before disposition and of which the defendant may be found guilty, whether filed as part of a
multiple charge on a single summons, citation, or complaint or as a separate charge on asingle
summons, citation, or complaint. "Criminal cause" does not include separate violations of the
same statute or ordinance, or subsection of the same statute or ordinance, unless each chargeis
filed on a separate summons, citation, or complaint.

(b) "Civil action or proceeding” means any civil litigation that must be determined by judgment
entry.
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