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Note From the President

Fellow Clerks:

On behalf of the Officers and Board of Trustees I would like to thank all of you
for your continued support of OAM/CCC.  The 2004 - 2005 Committee Chairpersons
have been named and a list has been included in this edition. We still need your help
with these committees and I would encourage you to contact myself, a board member
or the chairman of any committee to volunteer your expertise and knowledge.

We have established a direct contact with the Bureau of Motor Vehicles, if you
have any problems, questions or issues please contact Barb or Tami at the Vermillion
Municipal Court.  This will not only solve your problem but also afford the rest of us
answers to topics that may surface in Courts in the future.

A new committee  �District Courts � is being chaired by Betty Porter of Delaware
Municipal Court.  Courts are currently sectioned into Northwest, Northeast, Southwest,
Southeast.  We are trying to identify the Courts that cannot attend the current district
meetings due to drive time or budget constraints and to establish sub-districts so that
everyone will be afforded the opportunity of continued education and information.  If you
find that you fit into this category, please contact Betty.

The Clerks � Manual Committee is being headed by Jane Patterson of
Cambridge, who is working on current updates.  The manual is on disk, but is in
desperate need of updating.  This is a huge undertaking and also an opportunity for
anyone who may be interested to volunteer or participate.  Please give Jane a call if
you would be interested in taking a section of the manual to update.

The executive board met in Columbus on June 24, 2004, to continue planning for
the FALL meeting scheduled for October 13 - 14 - 15.  Mark your calendars as this
meeting is also in conjunction with the Supreme Court of Ohio  �Super Meeting �, which
includes participation of all Court-related Associations.  Keep in mind that in addition to
your registration with OAM/CC, you will need to register with the Ohio Judicial College
for the session scheduled for Thursday.  Thanks to Karen Goffena, our conference
chair, we will be staying at the Holiday Inn Worthington, which is the site of the Super
Meeting.  (Sorry, kids, no bus trip).Jim Laria and Melissa Dunham are working on
education for Wednesday and Friday, along with Dan Feldhaus and Dan Dufala, who
are coordinating the Deputy Clerks � education programs.  Please contact them with any
requests or suggestions as to topics that you feel are needed or post suggestions on
the OAM/CCC website.

The Legislature have been busy bees what with the passage of HB 212
Judgment Interest/Revivors effective June 2, 2004, which thanks to Roseanne, is
posted on the OAM/CCC website.  Daryl Dever attended the executive board meeting
and advised that HB 163 OVI clean-up was passed and as of this writing was awaiting
signature by the Governor.  This bill also includes mandated retention of case files for
evidentiary purposes and it is strongly recommended that you obtain a written opinion
from your Law Director for guidance.  You can obtain a copy of the bill (150 pages or 30
pages for Bill Summary) by accessing www.legislature.state.oh.us.  Also check the
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OAM/CCC website as a summary will be posted shortly.
Daryl also indicated when the legislature reconvenes that Rep. Oelslager is

reportedly going to work on introduction of legislation with regard to the issue of Public
Records.  I am sure that most of you have read newspaper articles during the past
weeks relating to 42 Ohio newspapers, the Associated Press, two radio stations, and
volunteers from two universities in a statewide audit to determine government
compliance with the Ohio Public Records Act.  This is a critical issue for all Courts and it
is incumbent upon our members to communicate, identify and submit written
recommendations concerning proposed laws that will effect our operation.  Please get
in touch with Mark Owens to suggest any concepts or concerns you have relative to
Public Records.  The Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services is also conducting a free
seminar around the State that deals directly with this issue.  You can obtain information
about the dates and locations by visiting their website at
www.ocjs.ohio.gov/trainingmain.htm or call (614)728-8732.

Your Court should have received information from the Supreme Court
referencing two standards that have been released for public comment by September
17, 2004.  They are: (1) Proposed Unique  Case Numbering Rule C hange; (2)
Functional Standards  for Criminal and Ci vil Case Management  System.   Once your
Court reviews these standards and identifies any concerns, they should be sent to the
Supreme Court.  If you feel the Association should comment on any issues, please
send that information to me and I will then forward it to the board members since the
deadline for comment is prior to our fall meeting.

We look forward to being with all of you at the Fall meeting!!

Bonnie Chromik
Sylvania Municipal Court
OAM/CCC President
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FALL CLERKS � CONFERENCE  UPDATE
Mark your calendars and attend the Fall Clerks � Conference on October 13, 14,

and 15, 2004, at the Holiday Inn Columbus/Worthington, 175 Hutchinson Avenue,
Columbus, Ohio 43235 (telephone # 614/885-3334).  To make room reservations,
please state that you are with the Ohio Association of Municipal/County Court Clerks,
and you will receive the $84.00 per night rate.  Please note that in or der to be tax-
exempt, you mus t pay with a gov ernment form of pay ment and present y our tax-
exempt form upon che ck-in.  There is a 10% bed tax that will not  be waived (total for
each night will be $92.40).  Parking is free.  There �s great education planned, including
Thursday �s Ohio Judicial College Session, which you must register for
independently .  On Thursday evening, plan to be entertained in the 70's - dress for
disco or whatever you remember from the 70's.  (Memory lacking? - tune into Fox �s
 �That 70's Show � or rent  �Saturday Night Fever �, and it will come back to you.)  You �re
guaranteed to have a good time with all your comrades!

Below is the Schedule for the Fall Conference:

The Supreme Court of Ohio Judicial College
presents the 2004 Super Meeting:

A Day of Education for All Court Personnel & Association Members

DATE: Thursday, October 14, 2004

TIME:9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.

LOCATION:Holiday Inn Worthington
175 Hutchinson Avenue

Columbus, OH   (614) 885-3334

Lunch provided by the Ohio Judicial College.  Registration materials will be mailed in
August by the College.

A.M. SESSION ETHICS & CODES OF CONDUCT FOR COURT PERSONNEL

Judge Sara Lioi of Stark County Common Pleas Court will moderate a panel
discussion of real-life examples submitted by state-wide court staff.  Behavior exhibited in
video scenarios will be judged by all attendees, as well as the panel.  Topics will include:

%¸ Use of Office Equipment
%¸ Gifts
%¸ Violation of confidentiality
%¸ Unauthorized practice of law
%¸ Political activity
%¸ Use of position/conflict of interest
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P.M. SESSION CRUISIN � THROUGH LIFE AT 35 MPH & THE EMOTIONAL OIL CHANGE

Brian Blasko, nationally known speaker and trainer, invites you to discover and
maximize your own personal potential.  Our lives are like vehicles, and we are the engines
that keep them running smoothly.  Come learn how to gain some  �fuel � for your internal gas
tank.  Learn how to relate well with other personalities on the road of life.

While traveling on this journey Brian will share his six strategies for successful
leadership, teamwork, and personal growth.  The strategies have all been test-driven and
proven road-worthy.  Come jump start your  �creative � juices and participate in an eventful
emotional oil change.  Do not let life �s little road blocks keep you stuck on the side of the
road.  Have some fun and learn how to push your pedal to the metal!  Crusin � is a delightful
road trip.
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MAYOR �S COURT UPDATE

The Association of Mayor �s Court Clerks � Fall Conference will be held at the
Columbus Marriott Northwest in Dublin on September 24 and 25, 2004.  We have
scheduled an agenda with a wide variety of subjects.  On September 24th, Judge Teresa
Liston from the Franklin County Municipal Court will speak on the changes in S.B. 123
covered in H.B. 163 and H.B. 52.  A speaker from LEADS will talk about the security policy
which each agency must have in effect on July 1, 2004.  Also, a speaker from OPERS will
talk to us regarding the changes in the retirement law and also provide general information
regarding our retirement system.

We will take a tour of the new Supreme Court facility in the afternoon.  A bus will be
provided to transport the members.  Chief Justice Thomas Moyers is scheduled to speak to
us after the tour.

On September 25th, we will have speakers from BMV talking about the many changes
in the traffic laws.  Later, Mike Pirik, Clerk of Court for Franklin County Municipal Court, will
close the conference with a video and presentation on  �Who Moved My Cheese? �.

Attendance at this conference will provide participants with 8.75 certification points
to be applied toward their goals of attaining their certification and continuing certification.

Those wishing to attend this conference or desiring more information can contact
Marcia Soo, Treasurer of the Association, at (740)676-5972.

The 2005 Spring Conference will be held in Put-In-Bay in May.  The 2005 Fall
Conference will be held at Deer Creek Resort on September 22 - 23, 2005.

Hope to see you at our conferences!!

Karen Woodward, Clerk
Gahanna Mayor �s Court
Chairperson, Education Committee AMCCC
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REPORT FROM BMV COMMITTEE
Barbara Akers and Tami Horton from the Vermillion Municipal Court were recently

asked to co-chair the BMV Committee.  All of those who previously volunteered to be on this
committee have again volunteered to help.  We are striving to open a line of communication
between this association and the BMV.  We have sent several emails to the BMV asking for a
list of names and numbers to help our Courts with questions, At this time I have not received
such a list back.

Below are all those who are serving.  If you have any problems and/or concerns
please forward them to any member of this committee and we will direct it to our contact
person at the BMV.

COMMITTEE ROSTER

Barbara L. Akers, Vermillion Municipal Court
687 Decatur Street
Vermillion, OH 44089
Phone: 440.967.6543
Fax: 440.967.1467
e-mail: akersb@centurytel.net

Janet Bartizal, Erie County Court
150 West Mason Road
Milan, OH 44846
Phone: 419.499.4689
Fax: 419.499.3300
e-mail: bartizal@centurytel.net

Julie Bollenbacher, Huron Municipal Court
417 Main Street P.O. Box 468
Huron, OH 44839
Phone: 419.433.5430
Fax: 419.433.5120

Melissa Dunham, Avon Lake Municipal Court
32855 Walker Road
Avon Lake, OH   44012
Phone: 440.930.4103
Fax: 440.930.4128
e-mail: mdunham@avonlake.org

Phil Ertel,Shaker Heights Municipal Court
3355 Lee Road
Shaker Heights, OH   44120
Phone: 216.491.1312
Fax: 216.491.1314
e-mail: ppertel@shakerheightscourt.org

Doug Laser, Mansfield Municipal Court
30 North Diamond Street P.O. Box 1228
Mansfield, OH   44901
Phone: 419.755.9633
Fax: 419.755.9647

Barb Painter, Celina Municipal Court
P.O. Box 362
Celina, OH   45822-0362
Phone: 419.586.6491
Fax: 419.586.4735
e-mail: celmuncrtclk@bright.net

Jane Patterson, Cambridge Municipal Court
134 Southgate Parkway, 2nd Floor
Cambridge, OH   43275
Phone: 740.439.5585
Fax: 740.439.5666
e-mail: clerk@cambridgeoh.com

Terri Taylor, Lima Municipal Court (Chief Deputy)
109 North Union Street P.O. Box 1529
Lima, OH 45802
Phone: 419.221.5275
Fax: 419.998.5526
e-mail: territaylor@cityhall.lima.oh.us

Alma Tennent, Morgan County Court
37 East Main Street
McConnelsville, OH 43756
Phone: 740.962.4031
Fax: 740.962.2895
e-mail: ww5592@dragonbbs.com
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Charleen Walker, Fairfield Municipal Court
4951 Dixie Highway
Fairfield, OH   45014
Phone: 513.896.8215
e-mail: cwalker@fairfield-city.org

Tami Horton, Vermillion Municipal Court
687 Decatur Street
Vermillion, OH   44089
Phone: 440.967.6543
Fax: 440.967.1467

NEW DISTRICT COURTS COMMITTEE

I have been appointed chairperson of a new committee to compile information on
the past and present configuration of our district organization of Courts within the OAM/CCC. 
If you know the history of when and how the districts were established, I would appreciate
hearing from you.  Each of the four districts meet at least once a year.  In my discussions
with some courts, it has been expressed that some do not attend because of the distance of
travel to the meetings.  It has been suggested that the district boundaries be redrawn to
create a  �Central District �, or to divide the state into eight districts instead of the present
four.  If you would like to serve on this committee or  if you have some information or ideas
on this subject, please contact me at the Delaware Municipal Court at (740)368-1580 or fax
(740)368-1583.

Betty J. Porter, Clerk
Delaware Municipal Court
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RETIREMENT NEWS

Lois Harbourt, Clerk of Defiance Municipal Court, will be retiring on September
30, 3004.  She was a deputy clerk, then Clerk, for Defiance Municiapal Court for thirty years. 
In all those years, Lois says that she always looked forward to and enjoyed coming to work
at the Court.  

Lois has informed  her successor how important the OAM/CCC conferences are
because of the opportunities to learn from other Court Clerks,  and also because of the great
friendships that are made in the Association.  The new appointed Clerk will be Julie
Fitzenrider, currently the Chief Deputy Clerk of the Criminal Division of the Court.  Julie has
been a deputy clerk for 23 years and is very knowledgeable in all aspects of the Court.

Lois says that she has an endless list of things to do after retiring, but the mostly she
is  �just going to enjoy it! �  We all wish Lois the very best in her retirement.  She will be
missed!!
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2004 - 2005 OFFICERS
President Bonnie Chromik, Sylvania Municipal Court
1st Vice President Maria Hallabrin, Cleveland Heights Municipal Court
2nd Vice President James Laria, Akron Municipal Court
Sergeant-At-Arms Johnnie Maier Jr., Massillon Municipal Court
Secretary Janis Crowell, Ashtabula Municipal Court
Treasurer Jeanne Strong, Chillicothe Municipal Court
Trustee (Past President) Karen Goffena, Sydney Municipal Court
Trustee Stephen Bansek, Lorain Municipal Court
Trustee Eric Czetli, Cuyahoga Falls Municipal Court
Trustee Peggy Rice, Sandusky Municipal Court
Trustee William Gareau, Rocky River Municipal Court
Trustee Jane Patterson, Cambridge Municipal Court
Trustee Ray Wohl, Berea Municipal Court

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Audit Vallie Bowman-English, Toledo Municipal Court
Case Numbering * Rosanne Buell, Marietta Municipal Court
Domestic Violence Task Force * Rosanne Buell, Marietta Municipal Court
Web Page Rosanne Buell, Marietta Municipal Court
Elected Clerks Ray Wohl, Berea Municipal Court
Traffic Law Review ** Ray Wohl, Berea Municipal Court
Certification Eric Czetli, Cuyahoga Falls Municipal Court
Technology Advisory * Eric Czetli, Cuyahoga Falls Municipal Court
Clerk of Court Manual Janie Patterson, Cambridge Municipal Court
New Clerks Orientation/Mentors Janie Patterson, Cambridge Municipal Court
Clerks Directory Betty Marihugh, Napoleon Municipal Court
Conference Karen Goffena, Sidney Municipal Court
Criminal Sentencing * Mark Owens, Dayton Municipal Court
Legislation Mark Owens, Dayton Municipal Court
Registration & Credentials Mark Owens, Dayton Municipal Court
Public Records Mark Owens, Dayton Municipal Court
District Courts Betty Porter, Delaware Municipal Court
Bureau of Motor Vehicles Barbara Akers, Vermillion Municipal Court

      Tami Horton, Vermillion Municipal Court
Deputy Clerks Dan Feldhaus, Hamilton County Municipal Court

Dan Dufala, Shaker Heights Municipal Court
Education & Training Jim Laria, Akron Municipal Court

Melissa Dunham, Avon Lake Municipal Court
Former & Retiring Clerks Jeanie Strong, Chillicothe Municipal Court
Historian Jean Wurzbacher, Peninsula Mayors Court
Informer Mike Pirik, Franklin County Municipal Court
Judicial College Education * William Gareau, Rocky River Municipal Court

Sarah Brown-Clark, Youngstown Municipal Court
NACM Sarah Brown-Clark, Youngstown Municipal Court
Mayors Courts Karen Woodard, Gahanna Mayors Court
Nominations/Elections Guy Ferguson, Clark County Municipal Court
State Auditor Guy Ferguson, Clark County Municipal Court
Outstanding Clerk/Deputy Clerks Maria Hallabrin, Cleveland Heights County Municipal Court

*Supreme Court Committee ** Personal Appointment


